
UNOFFICIAL COMPOSITE COPY AS AMENDED

NON-EXCLUSIVE LICENSE FOR STIX, TAXII, AND CybOX (AGREEMENT)
DHS License No: DHS–NPPD-1-2015 

Dated July 15, 2015, as amended November 4, 2022 
 

The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency of the US Department of Homeland 
Security, as successor to the National Protection and Programs Directorate of the Department of
Homeland Security, Science and Technology Directorate, located at 245 Murray Lane, 
Washington, D.C. 20528, (DHS) under the terms below and with the agreement of OASIS 
Open, the Organization for the Advancement of Structured Information Standards, located at 
400 TradeCenter, Suite 5900, Woburn, Massachusetts 01801, (OASIS or LICENSEE or 
RECIPIENT), licenses to OASIS three suites of cybersecurity standards, STIX, TAXII, and 
CybOX (the STANDARDS SUITES or ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS).

BACKGROUND. The Department of Homeland Security has, over time, developed or has had
developed three cybersecurity STANDARDS SUITES:  (1) Structured Threat Information 
eXpression (STIX), a collaborative community-driven effort to define and develop a 
standardized language to represent structured cyber threat information;  (2) Trusted Automated 
eXchange of Indicator Information (TAXII), the main transport mechanism for cyber threat 
information represented as STIX;  and (3) Cyber Observable eXpression (CybOX), a 
standardized schema for the specification, capture, characterization, and communication of 
events or stateful properties that are observable in the operational domain.

DHS owns the copyright and trademark to each of those STANDARDS SUITES and desires to 
make these STANDARDS SUITES available to the maximum extent possible to enhance 
cybersecurity for all users.  OASIS provides a forum for the dissemination and further 
enhancements to those STANDARDS SUITES to accomplish that purpose. DHS does not 
currently own any invention and has not applied for any patent associated with the 
STANDARDS SUITES.  Should any patent arise from DHS’s contracting for any of those 
STANDARDS SUITES, DHS would have “a nonexclusive, nontransferable, irrevocable, paid-
up license to practice, or have practiced for or on its behalf, the subject invention throughout 
the world.” 

1.  Terms of Software Usage Agreement.  For good and sufficient consideration, the parties 
agree as follows:

2.  Definition.  The OASIS membership agreements previously executed by DHS continue to 
provide certain separate licenses (on OASIS' standard terms for IPR contributions), which are 
not superseded by Sections 2(c), 5 or 7(b) of this LICENSE.

(a)  In addition, DHS grants LICENSEE a perpetual, irrevocable, non-exclusive, royalty-free, 
worldwide copyright license, with the right to sublicense to copy, publish, and distribute the 
STANDARDS SUITES in any way, to prepare derivative works that are based on or 
incorporate all or part of the STANDARDS SUITES solely for the purpose of developing and 
promoting cybersecurity and enabling the use of any of the STANDARDS SUITES or 
derivative products by sublicensees or other users (PURPOSE).

(b)  LICENSEE shall cause any sublicensee or other user under Section 2(a) to be bound to the 
terms of this LICENSE.  
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(c)  The STANDARDS SUITES and documentation provided are subject to a copyright in the 
United States Government.  A portion of the STANDARDS SUITES and documentation may 
be subject to a copyright in a third party.  RECIPIENT shall assure that any copies of the 
SOFTWARE or documentation, in whole or in part, are marked:

For the portion subject to the copyright in the United States:
 Copyright © 2010 United States Government. All Rights Reserved.  

3.  Denial of Additional Licenses.  (a)  This LICENSE does not, in any manner, constitute an 
exclusive release of the STANDARDS SUITES to LICENSEE.  DHS may distribute the 
STANDARDS SUITE to any other entities under such terms as it deems appropriate. 

(b)  This LICENSE does not, in any manner, constitute an endorsement by DHS of any test 
results, resulting designs, hardware, or any application resulting from LICENSEE’s use of the 
STANDARDS SUITE, including accompanying documentation. 

(c)  With regard to any derivative work based upon the ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS  or 
their component parts, LICENSEE shall acknowledge that the United States owns the copyright
and provided them under license to LICENSEE.  

(d)  RECIPIENT shall not apply for registration of any trademark or service mark or assert any 
common law mark related to the STANDARDS SUITE or accompanying documentation, 
without the prior written permission of DHS.

4.  Applicable Law.  This LICENSE shall be construed, and the legal relations between the 
parties hereto shall be determined, in accordance with United States Federal law.

5.  Entirety of Agreement.  This LICENSE constitutes the entire understanding and agreement 
between the parties hereto relating to access to the STANDARDS SUITE by LICENSEE and 
may not be superseded, modified, or amended except by further written agreement duly 
executed by the parties.

6.  Disclaimer of Liability.  (a)  The United States Government shall be not be liable or 
responsible for any maintenance or updating of the provided STANDARDS SUITES, nor for 
correction of any errors in the STANDARDS SUITES.

(b)  LICENSEE will make the STANDARDS SUITE and any component parts or derivatives 
available for its use and any sublicensees or others only subject to the following disclaimer of 
liability:

STIX, TAXII, AND CybOX (STANDARD OR STANDARDS) AND THEIR 
COMPONENT PARTS ARE PROVIDED “AS IS” WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY OF 
ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESSED, IMPLIED, OR STATUTORY, INCLUDING, BUT 
NOT LIMITED TO, ANY WARRANTY THAT THESE STANDARDS OR ANY OF 
THEIR COMPONENT PARTS WILL CONFORM TO SPECIFICATIONS, ANY 
IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR 
PURPOSE, OR FREEDOM FROM INFRINGEMENT, ANY WARRANTY THAT THE 
STANDARDS OR THEIR COMPONENT PARTS WILL BE ERROR FREE, OR ANY 
WARRANTY THAT THE DOCUMENTATION, IF PROVIDED, WILL CONFORM TO 
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THE STANDARDS OR THEIR COMPONENT PARTS.  IN NO EVENT SHALL THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT OR ITS CONTRACTORS OR SUBCONTRACTORS
BE LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGES, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, DIRECT, 
INDIRECT, SPECIAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, ARISING OUT OF, 
RESULTING FROM, OR IN ANY WAY CONNECTED WITH THESE STANDARDS OR
THEIR COMPONENT PARTS OR ANY PROVIDED DOCUMENTATION, WHETHER 
OR NOT BASED UPON WARRANTY, CONTRACT, TORT, OR OTHERWISE, 
WHETHER OR NOT INJURY WAS SUSTAINED BY PERSONS OR PROPERTY OR 
OTHERWISE, AND WHETHER OR NOT LOSS WAS SUSTAINED FROM, OR AROSE
OUT OF THE RESULTS OF, OR USE OF, THE STANDARDS, THEIR COMPONENT 
PARTS, AND ANY PROVIDED DOCUMENTATION. THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT DISCLAIMS ALL WARRANTIES AND LIABILITIES REGARDING 
THE STANDARDS OR THEIR COMPONENT PARTS ATTRIBUTABLE TO ANY 
THIRD PARTY, IF PRESENT IN THE STANDARDS OR THEIR COMPONENT PARTS 
AND DISTRIBUTES IT OR THEM “AS IS.”

(c)  The disclaimer of liability recited in paragraph 6(b) may appear in conjunction with a 
similar disclaimer for LICENSEE.  Those disclaimers of liability may be joined and the DHS 
disclaimer of liability of paragraph 6(b) may be synopsized to conform to size limitations of 
portions of the STANDARDS SUITES with the prior, written approval of DHS.  

7.  Effective Date and Duration.  (a)  The effective date of this LICENSE shall be the date of 
LICENSEE’s execution of this LICENSEE as set forth below. 

(b)  From time to time, DHS or its contractor may provide LICENSEE with a later version of 
the ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTION.  All of LICENSEE’s duties under this LICENSE shall 
apply, as well, to the later version(s).     

8.  DHS Point of Contact.  LICENSEE shall make any requests or provide any notice under this 
AGREEMENT to the following individual by email at the listed address:

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency
245 Murray Lane
Washington, DC 20528
Attention: Sean Burke, Counsel – Intellectual Property
licensing@cisa.dhs.gov

9.  Authority to Bind RECIPIENT.  The person signing below on behalf of LICENSEE 
represents that he or she has the authority to sign this LICENSE on behalf of LICENSEE.

Francis Beland, Executive Director
OASIS Open                                                            
400 TradeCenter, Suite 5900 
Woburn, MA 01801                                            
francis.beland@oasis-open.org 
    and project-admin@oasis-open.org                 

The signed 2022 amendment is here:  https://www.oasis-open.org/committees/download.php/70548/   
The signed original 2015 license, prior to amendment, also can be viewed In the committee's archives at:

https://www.oasis-open.org/committees/download.php/57069/ZDHS-OASIS-LICENSE-STIX-TAXII-CyBOX-final-
signed.pdf
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